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"The President's personal behavior was morally wrong and deeply                disappointing, but this investigation has gone too far and is hurting                the country, our families and our children. Congress is getting                nothing done and has now embarked on an open-ended fishing expedition.                We should hold the President accountable for his personal conduct,                but then we should get back to the work that American families care                about.              

"Today, I voted for a fair, focused and expeditious inquiry into                the Kenneth Starr impeachment report. The process I support is specifically                designed to focus on the Independent Counsel's report and any other                referrals from Kenneth Starr. It would also ensure that this matter                would be behind us by the end of this year, the end of this Congress.              

"The Republican impeachment inquiry was designed to produce an                investigation without an end -- to drag it out until the presidential                election in November 2000, two years from now.              

"Americans, by a large majority, are clearly saying they want the                Congress to get back to issues like improving public education,                protecting our social security system, and guaranteeing patients'                rights to quality health care.              

"To date, there has been no determination, or even discussion,                of what constitutes an impeachable offense or whether the allegations                against the President meet the standard of an impeachable offense.                The inquiry I voted for would focus on these issues first so that                the investigation could be completed fairly and expeditiously."                

Congressman Olver voted for a Democratic impeachment inquiry proposal                that focuses the scope of the inquiry to matters referred by the                Independent Counsel; begins with a consideration of the constitutional                standard for impeachment and a comparative analysis of the allegations                with that standard; and requires that the inquiry conclude by December                31, 1998.              

Congressman Olver voted against the Republican impeachment inquiry                resolution which is completely open-ended in time, cost and scope.             
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